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Barnabas: Full of Encouragement

2: GAINS ACCEPTANCE FOR SAUL
And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to the disciples:
but they were afraid of him, and believed not that he was a disciple. But Barnabas

took him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared
unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken to him,

and how he had preached boldly in the name of Jesus.
[Acts 9:26 & 27]

MANY THINGS are recorded in the Book of the Acts of the Apostles prior to

Barnabas coming into prominence again. In brief –

 The whole body of the apostles was imprisoned. They were released by an angel,

then re-arrested and tried, only to be released with a warning not to preach

or teach in Jesus’ name;1

 A dispute arose between the Greek and Hebrew widows which was settled

amicably by the appointment of seven honest men, full of the Holy Spirit and

wisdom;2

 One of those seven men, called Stephen, later did great wonders and miracles

amongst the people. In due course, he was arrested on false charges, tried and

was put to death;3

 A young man, called Saul, witnessed Stephen’s death,4 and then proceeded to

persecute the church in Jerusalem, scattering many throughout Judaea and

Samaria, except for the apostles;5

 This led to Philip the Evangelist6 preaching in the city of Samaria, where many

turned to the Lord, so much so, that Peter and John were sent there;7



 As for Philip the Evangelist, an angel of the Lord eventually directed him to go

to Gaza,8 where he led an Ethiopian to the Lord, and baptised him.9

Saul’s Conversion

This is a broad summary of the events, during which time there is no mention of

Barnabas. Prior to his re-appearance, Saul was converted on the Damascus Road,

having been temporarily blinded.10 After receiving his sight, through Ananias

laying hands upon him, Saul himself preached Christ in Damascus, to the

amazement of his hearers.11 This led certain Jews to engage in a plot to kill him,

but certain Christians let him down at night by a basket from the city,12 and he

made his way to Jerusalem.

It was at that point, that Barnabas came into the picture, because it was he who

persuaded the apostles in Jerusalem to accept Saul into their midst. From this

fact alone, several inferences may be drawn about which further details will be

given below. Consider first -

1: The Apostles’ Anxiety
It seems that Saul first sought to gain acceptance by the apostles at Jerusalem

without Barnabas’ aid; and he failed. Given his earlier reputation, this was to

have been expected. After all, -

o The apostles had remained in Jerusalem during the period of the

intense persecution of believers.

o Undoubtedly, they had received some shocking reports of how Saul

had treated various Christians.

o They would have been well-acquainted with the events surrounding

the trial and the execution of Stephen

o Furthermore, they had had first-hand experience of the Sanhedrin’

implacable hostility towards the Christian faith. Saul would have acted

under their authority.13

That is why none should be surprised that Acts 9:26 says of Saul’s attempt to

join the apostles’ fellowship: “And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed
to join himself to the apostles: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not
that he was a disciple.

Further Points about the Apostles’ Response
In understanding the reason for their response, the following possibilities might be

considered: -



1: Just suppose that the apostles had already heard rumours, without

any specific details, of Saul’s conversion at Damascus. Could it be that

they just did not believe that it was genuine, and, maybe, wondered

whether it was part of a sinister plot to gain access to, and

acceptance by, the Christian community.

2: Such a proposition is not far-fetched. After all, Acts 9:11-14 tells

how when Saul was first converted, Ananias in Damascus was initially

very unsure about obeying even the Lord’s command in a vision to go

to the house of Judas in Straight Street to lay hands on Saul, to

restore his sight.

2: Barnabas Overcomes Fear
WHATEVER THE situation was, one thing is certain: Barnabas would have faced

some formidable obstacles in overcoming the apostles’ fear. The key verse is Acts

9:27:

“But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles,
and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in

the way, and that he had spoken to him, and
how he had preached boldly in the name of Jesus.”

Certain Inferences

By this time, he was in Jerusalem. Acts 9:27 raises the following inferences: -

1: First-hand Knowledge
Barnabas had already become acquainted with Saul, and had probably had

first-hand experience of his preaching in Damascus.

2: Conveyed this to the Apostles
Look at the text – it says that Barnabas brought him to the apostles. This

implies that he must have already spent time talking with them and

convincing them that Saul’s conversion was genuine. In order to do that, they

must have accepted his evidence that Saul had truly become a Christian.

3: Other Evidence Acquired
That, in turn, would indicate that Barnabas had acquired reliable, first-hand

evidence of the events in Damascus. That strongly suggests that he had been

there when the momentous events occurred when Saul’s life was in danger,

or he had arrived shortly afterwards.



4: A Good Judge of Character
The Scriptures say that Barnabas not only told the apostles of Saul’s bold

preaching, but they imply that he had spoken with him. This suggests that

Barnabas was a good judge of character.

5: Careful Investigation
He must have had excellent powers of discernment, not to mention the

ability to obtain by careful and appropriate questions the information that he

needed.

In short, he did not rely on rumour.

6: High Standing with the Apostles
The very fact that Barnabas was able to convince the apostles of Saul’s

conversion indicates that he enjoyed a high standing with them. After all,

they relied entirely on his testimony. That alone is an indication that he was

regarded as a reliable witness, whose word was true and could be fully

trusted.

3: Blessings Abound
Barnabas played a crucial role in Saul’s ministry. Without him, who knows how

long it might have been before Saul obtained the acceptance and confidence of the

apostles? It was both a bold and a blessed act on Barnabas’ part and the fact that

he had the gifts and graces to achieve it was surely of the Lord’s doing.

God gives; but it is for the recipient to respond and not to bury his talent in the

ground. What a remarkable man we have here! -

a friendly man;

of great integrity;

of sound judgment and discernment;

a man of wisdom;

a unifier of the brethren;

a humble man; and, most of all,

a faithful and effective servant of the Lord.

What was the outcome of Barnabas’ timely intervention?

Acts 9:28 tells us: -

“And he (Saul) was with them coming in and going out at Jerusalem.”
Thus Saul began to play an active part in making the Gospel of Christ known. It

was a bold move, given his previous associations and activities; and it must have



confirmed in the apostles’ eyes the accuracy of everything that Barnabas had told

them.

Psalm 133:1 says: “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to
dwell together in unity.” Matthew 5:9 adds: “Blessed are the peacemakers: for
they shall be called the children of God.” May the very God of peace sanctify you

also wholly.15 Amen.

FOOTNOTES
1: See: Acts 4:18-21.

2: See: Acts 6:1-7 and Appendix One for their names.

3: See: Acts 6:8 to Acts 7:60.

4: Acts 7:58.

5: Acts 8:1. They would have had first-hand knowledge of what Saul was doing, which explains why they later needed

persuasion to meet with him.

6: See: Acts 8:5.

7: See: Acts 8:14.

8: See: Acts 8:26.

9: See: Acts 8:37 & 38.

10: See: Acts 9:8.

11: See: Acts 9:17-21.

12: See: Acts 9:23-25.

13: Acts 4:1-22 & Acts 5:17-40 provide the details.

14: See: 1 Thessalonians 5:23a.


