
St. Barnabas 17th October 2021. Angels Job 38:4-7

In ancient times people thought the world was flat but today we know
better. God made it and everything in it and He questioned Job about it:
“I laid the foundation of the earth. Who determined its measurements—
surely you know! Who laid its cornerstone, when the morning stars sang
together and all the sons of God shouted for joy?”
What does verse 7 mean? When the morning stars sang together
actually refers to stars since they witnessed the earth’s birth (Gen. 1:1),
And all the sons of God shouted for joy must be the angels (Job 1:6; Job
2:1) since no men were in existence at that time. They too joined in the
chorus of praise for their Elohim God Creator, lifting up their voices (Rev.
5:11,12) So, this morning I would like to talk about angels which is a large
subject but it has to be brief because of the time constraint.

The word “angel” comes from the Greek word aggelos, which means
“messenger”. The matching Hebrew word mal’ak has the same
meaning and sometimes the Bible uses these words for human beings:
ordinary people who carry messages Prophets, Priests, Church leaders.
Angels, like men, were created by God. Col. 1:16 says: “For by him all
things were created: things in heaven and earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were
created by him and for him.” The time of their creation is never definitely
specified, but it probably occurred with the creation of the heavens.

The Reader’s Digest reported the story of Dr. S.W. Mitchell, a celebrated
Philadelphia neurologist, who had gone to bed after a tiring day. He was
awakened suddenly by someone knocking on his door. There was a
little girl on the doorstop, poorly dressed and deeply upset. She told him
that her mother was very sick and asked him if he would please go with
her. It was a bitterly cold, snowy night, but although he was bone tired,
Dr. Mitchell dressed and followed the girl. He found the mother
desperately ill with pneumonia. After arranging for medical care, he
complimented the sick woman on the intelligence and persistence of her
little daughter. The woman looked at him strangely and then said, “My
daughter died a month ago.” She added, “Her shoes and coat are in the
closet there.” Dr. Mitchell, amazed and perplexed, went to the closet
and opened the door. There hung the very coat worn by the little girl who
had brought him to attend to her mother. It was warm and dry and could
not possibly have been out on the wintry night.
Could the doctor have been called in the hour of desperate need by an
angel who appeared as this woman’s young daughter?
Was this the work of God’s angels on behalf of the sick woman?
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https://biblehub.com/revelation/5-11.htm
https://biblehub.com/revelation/5-11.htm


Today, there is tremendous focus on supernatural phenomena,
particularly satanic. All the powers of the evil world system seem to be
preying on the minds of people in our generation who are already
disturbed and frustrated. We find it even in Manx.net: “Where to join the
occult for money.”
The time has come to focus on the positives of the Christian faith and to
speak about the benefits and blessings and freedom and grace and joy
and peace and love and acceptance of being a child of Almighty God;
and this includes mention of angels. Apart from the experiences of
individuals, the Word of God tells us that angels do exist and are
mentioned 108 times in the OT and 165 times in the NT. They were
created before man but are not glorified human beings - they are
supernatural beings who exist today and are able to influence the affairs
of men and nations. I have sensed their presence in my life on several
occasions but I have never seen one.

Angels are spirits and, at times, have bodies but can be ‘present’ in any
situation for protection: Ps. 91:11 says: “For he will command his angels
concerning you to guard you in all your ways. They will lift you up in
their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.”
A missionary in Ecuador went every two weeks to the city to purchase
medical supplies for a small field hospital where he served. On one of
his trips he saw two men fighting on the street. One was seriously
injured so he stopped, treated his wounds and shared God’s love with
him. Then he headed for home and stopped in the jungle to camp
overnight. When he visited the city two weeks later a man approached
him - the same one he’d helped on his previous trip. The man said, “I
knew you carried money and medicine with you, so our gang followed
you to your camp planning to kill you for the money and the drugs but
just as we were about to attack, we saw twenty-six armed guards
surrounding you.” The missionary replied, “No, that’s impossible; I was
all alone.” The man countered, “But my buddies saw them too. We
counted them.” Months later when the missionary told this story back at
his home church, a man interrupted, “Exactly what day did this take
place?” When the missionary specified day the man was amazed and
said, “On that exact night in Africa it was morning here, and I felt a
strange urge to pray for you. It was so strong that I phoned some folks to
come to the church and pray with me. Would all of you who prayed with
me that day please stand up? One by one the missionary counted
them—twenty-six—the exact number of the armed guards.

The truth is: “He will order his angels to protect you wherever you go.”
The Bible makes it clear that angels are non-material.



Heb. 1:14 says “Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those
who will inherit salvation?”
They do not have physical bodies like humans but can take on the
appearance of men when the occasion demands. How else could some
“entertain angels unaware”?
In the lions den, Daniel’s sight perceived the angelic presence but he did
not see the angel (Dan. 6:22). The angel who rolled away the stone from
the tomb of Jesus was not only dressed in white, but shone as a flash of
lightning with dazzling brilliance (Matt. 28:3)

With an army General and Colonel in our congregation it is fitting to
mention the angel at Mons.
On 23 August 1914, less than a month after the beginning of the First
World War, the British Expeditionary Force was in action across the
Channel. The innumerable German invaders had swept through most of
Belgium and were now approaching France. The beleaguered British
offered stout resistance in the muddy fields of Mons, in Belgium, but the
fresh troops of the German Empire looked set to encircle and annihilate
the exhausted British. The legend goes that at Mons their prayers were
answered in the form of an angelic host which descended from the sky
and stopped the Kaiser’s men in their tracks as they closed in on the
British. The spooked German horses reared up and brayed at an army
of angels. Later, German prisoners explained that the attack was
aborted because they saw strong British reinforcements coming up. In
fact, the ground behind the British unit was empty. British soldiers
interviewed afterwards had no doubt who authored their salvation: “God
did it.”

How many angels are there? While the Scriptures give no definite
figures, we are told that the number of angels is very great and in Rev.
5:11 we read: “Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels,
numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten
thousand.” Angels are not subject to death or any form of extinction;
therefore they do not decrease in number. It seems reasonable to
conclude that there are at least as many spirit beings in existence as
there will have been human beings in all their history on earth. Countless
angels are at the command of God but the Bible does not give us as
much information as we would like about them.
God has given them no ability to reproduce, and they neither marry nor
are given in marriage – Mark 12:25 says: “When the dead rise, they will
neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in
heaven.” Ten thousand angels came down on Mount Sinai to confirm
the holy presence of God as He gave the Law to Moses. In Rev. 5:11



we read: “Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering
thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand.”

Angels are not to be worshipped and we are not to pray to them –
Colossians 2:18 says: “Do not let anyone who delights in false humility
and the worship of angels disqualify you from the prize. Such a person
goes into great detail about what he has seen and his unspiritual mind
puffs him up with idle notions.”

Angels in the Bible never appear as cute, chubby infants! They are
always full-grown adults and when people in the Bible saw an angel,
their typical response was to fall on their faces in fear and awe, and not
to reach out and tickle an adorable baby.

Do angels have wings? Other verses talk about angels flying but
angels may be able to move around without having to depend on wings
and most references to angels in the Bible say nothing about wings. In
passages like Gen. 18-19, it is clear that no wings are required.
However, there are some angelic beings described in the Bible who do
have wings and there are gold cherubim whose wings overshadow the
mercy seat in the tabernacle (Exodus 25:20).
In Solomon’s temple there were also two cherubim in the Most Holy
Place. Each of their wings was 2.5 meters long (2 Chronicles 3:12).
In Ezekiel 1 and 10 cherubim are described and Ezekiel was so
overwhelmed with the vision he could not find words to properly describe
them but he does mention that they have four wings (Ezekiel 10:21).
In Revelation 4 we probably encounter the same beings, only now they
each have six wings (verse 8). The six wings are in line with the description
of another kind of angelic being, the seraphim, in Isaiah. Besides having
six wings, we read that they have feet, faces and they talk. So they
seem to have a human form and also wings. This is the place in the
Bible that comes closest to the pictures that we often see of angels.
Therefore, it seems that angels, as spiritual beings, can appear in
different forms, including the human form; and that there are different
classes of angels that look different as well; and some have wings.
However, the Bible does not give us enough information to know
everything about angels.

Angels have no experience of the indwelling God. They do not need
the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the way believers do – they have already
been endowed with authority by virtue of their relationship to God
through creation and continuing obedience. Furthermore, it is the Holy
Spirit who convicts men of their sin, righteousness and judgment (John 16:7)



and not angels. He reveals and interprets Jesus Christ to men, while
angels remain messengers of God who serve men as ministering spirits
(Heb. 1:14).
The Bible tells us that God made man “a little lower than the angels”.
Yet God commands angels to help men since they will be made higher
than the angels at the resurrection (Luke 20:36).
Unlike angels, Christians are joint heirs with Jesus Christ through
redemption (Rom. 8:17),which is made theirs by faith in Him based on His
Death at Calvary.

The Holy Spirit never manifested Himself in human form to men.
Jesus did this in the incarnation. God’s Holy Spirit can be everywhere at
the same time (omnipresent), but no angel can be in more than one
place at any given moment. We know the Holy Spirit as spirit, not flesh,
but we can know angels as spirits alone and sometimes in visible form
as I mentioned before e.g. when I was working at Capernwray Hall, one
of our students was excited and wanted to tell me about her friend in
America. Her friend was a Christian girl and was walking home one
night down a dark narrow street when 5 men approached from the
opposite direction. They looked mean and menacing. She was
frightened and prayed that God would protect her. She didn’t know
whether to retrace her steps because by doing so she would let them
see she was frightened and they would chase after her. So she
continued to walk towards them, praying all the time – “Jesus please
protect me!” She passed them without incident but next morning a rape
was reported as having taken place the previous evening in the area
where she had been walking. She made contact with the police and
they brought her to the station where they were holding five men as
potential suspects for the rape. She identified the five men and was told
later that the reason she was not attacked was on account of her two
protective bodyguards! She had not seen the bodyguards but the five
men saw them and wouldn’t go near to her. Was this the work of angels?

In our Christian faith we tend to be negative, not wishing to offend others,
and a few years ago I read a report in the newspaper that there is no
place in the law for Christianity in Britain.
Two judges made the remarks when ruling on the case of a Christian
couple who could not be foster carers because of their view that
homosexuality was wrong. The judges underlined that, in the case of
fostering arrangements at least, the rights of homosexuals to equality
“should take precedence” over the right of Christians to manifest their
beliefs and moral values. In a ruling with potentially wide ranging



implications, the judges said Britain was a “largely secular” multi-cultural
country in which the laws of the realm “do not include Christianity”.

Lord Carey, the former Archbishop of Canterbury, began a campaign
urging Christians to stand up for their rights and petitioned the Prime
Minister to review human rights laws. What is Britain coming to?
At a future date, when the Muslim community take over the British
Parliament, there will be no talk of a multi cultural and democratic
society, Britain will be an Islamic state with no rights for us, the infidels
(non Muslims)!

The more I get to know Jesus better, the more I realize I don’t know
about Him but this one thing I do know – He loves me and wants the
very best for me. He sends his angels to guard and protect, and holds
me secure in the palm of His hand: “For he will command his angels
concerning you to guard you in all your ways. They will lift you up in
their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.”

Have you seen an angel?
Have you experienced protection?
Have you felt comfort at a difficult time?
Have you experienced God’s provision?
Have you received guidance?
Did you put such things down to angels or simply God’s loving concern?
If you can acknowledge that it was God at work it might have been
through angels of whom you were unaware.
However, as I said before, the Bible does not give us enough information
to know everything about angels.
There is a good reason for that: the Bible does not want us to know
angels, but wants us to know God through his Son Jesus Christ!

https://www.biblword.net/?p=37

