
The Service & Sermon for

Sunday, September 5th: 2021
(1) Old Testament Reading: Psalm 15

(2) The Gospel: John 1:43-51

(3) The Acts of the Apostles: Acts 4:32-37

Barnabas: Full of Encouragement

1: GENEROUS FROM THE OUTSET
And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas (which is, being interpreted,
The son of consolation) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, having land sold it,

and brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.
[Acts 4:35 & 36]

BARNABAS was a Levite from Cyprus where he owned land. At the time of his

appearance in Jerusalem, his name was “Joseph” or “Joses”, being the Greek

version of the name. Nothing is known of his ancestry; though he was related to

John Mark, who was later wrote one of the Gospels. Bible translations differ as to

whether Mark was Barnabas’ cousin, or whether he was his nephew.1 Without the

benefit of learned opinion concerning Colossians 4:10, let us say, without fear of

contradiction, they were related!

The Background to Barnabas’ Appearance

The early church was increasing rapidly. Acts 4 recounts the apostles’ first test of

faith with the trial of Peter and John, following the healing of the paralysed man

by the Beautiful Gate. After their release, there was a mighty prayer meeting in

Jerusalem [see: Acts 4:23-31].

Following this, Acts 4:32 & 33 draws attention to these very significant

characteristics of the early believers, which should commend themselves to the

Christian church today: -

(1) THEY WERE ALL OF ONE ACCORD — an expression that occurs

elsewhere in the book of Acts.2 That is, they were of one heart and one

soul, centred solely upon the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

(2) THERE WAS GREAT POWER IN THE APOSTLES’ PREACHING to

which the oneness of spirit amongst the existing converts must have been

a very powerful supporting factor.



(3) THERE WAS GREAT GRACE ON THEM ALL. Therefore it is not

surprising then that great progress was being made.

From what is revealed later, one forms the impression that Barnabas was a man

of mature years. His gift to the church in Jerusalem was a reflection in itself of

his integrity. There is no indication of the sale price of his land in Cyprus, but the

fact that he laid the money at the apostles’ feet sits in stark contrast to the

unhappy conduct in the next chapter of Ananias and Sapphira.

A LEVITE
Barnabas was a Levite. As such, he would not have been allowed to own land in

Israel,3 but there was no prohibition on owning land elsewhere. The Levites were a

tribe whose name is traceable ultimately to Levi, the third son of Jacob and Leah3;

though not all the descendants of Levi became “Levites”. The Levites were servants of

the priests and were assigned various duties in the temple. They proclaimed and

taught the law, and this teaching ministry is to be seen later when Barnabas was sent

to Antioch at the time of a revival.3

This is very broadly the background of Joseph called Barnabas. Although he

receives a brief mention in Acts 4:35 & 36, nothing else is heard of him until

Acts 9:27 when he smoothed the way for Saul to be accepted by the disciples in

Jerusalem. Yet from this incident, three points may be profitably pursued: -

1: The Commendation of “Barnabas”

2: The Characteristics of Encouragement

3: The Counsel for Christians

1: The Commendation of “Barnabas”
Barnabas had probably already been known as a man of encouragement and

consolation before his arrival in Jerusalem, which led to the apostles awarding

him his name. (In short, his reputation had travelled ahead of him!) These

characteristics of encouragement and consolation are basically two sides of the

same coin.

CONSOLATION and ENCOURAGEMENT
“Consolation” evokes the idea sympathy and understanding, together with words

and deeds of comfort in times of difficulty or distress. Comforting words

invariably contain encouragement, since the two go side by side.

Moreover, such words —

 are chosen with care;



 with the aim of conferring a blessing;

 they strike the right balance; and

 they show a sympathetic and positive disposition.

The wisdom of Proverbs sums up the situation neatly: -

Proverbs 15:23: “A man hath joy by the answer of his mouth: and a word
spoken in due season, how good is it!”

Proverbs 25:11: “A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.”
Proverbs 27:9: “Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart: so doth the sweetness

of a man’s friend by hearty counsel”.

A person who encourages invariably exhorts, both being an essential part of a

teaching ministry. Again, the two are complementary: -

Again those principles were demonstrated by Barnabas; and to that extent his

name proved to be prophetic.

This leads on to the next consideration: -

2: The Characteristics of Encouragement
It begins with a positive frame of mind. It does not exclude drawing attention to

mistakes or shortcomings; but the dominant feature and purpose is to provide

and to promote positive direction, and not a negative sense of despondency and

despair. Encouragement is infectious, and it pervades the pages of Paul’s letters. It

is significant that Barnabas accompanied Paul on his first missionary journey.5

What commendable qualities did Barnabas possess, such as led him in later years

to being described at Antioch as “a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of
faith”?6

It may be tentatively suggested that those who effectively encourage and exhort

others show: -

HUMILITY

MODESTY

GENEROSITY

ENCOURAGEMENT EXHORTATION

creates the confidence conveys the counsel

invigorates the capacity indicates the course

is a virtue has a vision

Encouragement delivers the wherewithal;

exhortation directs the way.



LEADERSHIP

VISION

GRATITUDE

In amplification –

1: Humility
The word “proud” will be notably absent from their lips; rather patience will be

prominent in their lives. They will be refreshingly free from those symptoms of

impatience or irritation, such as shutting one’s eyes whilst someone is talking

(unless they suffer from a medical condition), or too readily saying things like:

“Now I am going to stop you there!”

It might be observed that, in later years, Barnabas’ humility of mind came to the

fore when he raised no complaint when Paul assumed the leadership of a

missionary journey, which had previously been his when they set of from Seleucia

for Cyprus.7

2: Modesty
The wisdom of Proverbs is invaluable here, and, no doubt, Barnabas was well-

versed in it. It is encapsulated in Proverbs 27:2: “Let another man praise thee,
and not thine own mouth; a stranger, and not thine own lips.” The reason is, as

Proverbs 20:6 observes: “Most men will proclaim every one his own goodness: but
a faithful man who can find.” Yes; that is descriptive of most men, and today’s

world encourages this; but mercifully it was not so of Barnabas, as the

description of him at Antioch proves.

3: Generosity
This had already been shown by Barnabas by his laying of the sale price of his

land at the apostles’ feet. It is also an act of generosity to make time and effort

to put in a helpful word to another in this world of frenetic activity at every step

of the way.

Charles Spurgeon once commented that -

“It does people good to be told how highly we value them. There is many a

Christian man and woman who would do better if now and then someone

would speak a kindly word to them, or let them know that they had done

well.”

3: The Counsel for Christians



A Christian who encourages is invariably what some call a “people’s person”,

looking upward and outward, and not inward. Such people are greatly concerned

about making known the glory and goodness of God and of meeting the needs of

others, being the divine order of loving God first and foremost, and of loving our

neighbour as ourselves.

Tumultuous Times

We live in very tumultuous times, where many are troubled about the present,

and are fearful of the future. Yet Psalm 36:9 & 10 reveals these glorious truths of

God: “For with thee is the fountain of life; in thy light shall we see light. O
continue thy lovingkindness unto them that know thee: and thy righteousness to
the upright in heart.”

Barnabas was full of encouragement, and he sought to make the Gospel known of

new life in Christ. May each of us be eager and earnest to act likewise, to the

glory of our Triune God, who will meet and satisfy our every need if only we will

trust in Him, and Him alone. Amen.

FOOTNOTES:

1: For instance, “The Bible Speaks Today — The Message of Acts” Edited by John Stott, p.253; The King James’ Study
Bible, p.1794 and The International Bible Commentary: General Editor, F F Bruce, p.1459; some others say that Mark

was Barnabas’ nephew: e.g. Harper’s Bible Dictionary, p.61; Matthew Henry’s Commentary, Volume 6, p.769. The AV

reads as if Mark was Barnabas’ nephew; though note The King James’ Study Bible above.
2: See: Acts 2:46 & Acts 4:24 and, in effect, Acts 4:32. See also: Acts 5:12; Acts 8:6; Acts 15:25.

3: However, there were Levitical cities (forty-eight in all) assigned to them in Israel at the time of the conquest [see:

Joshua 21:1-3].

4: See: Acts 11:22.

5: See: Acts 13 & 14.

6: See: Acts 11:24.

7: See: Acts 13:4. Acts 13:2 says that the Holy Ghost said to the church at Antioch: “Separate me Barnabas and Saul for
the work whereunto I have called them.” Yet later, when the party left Paphos in Cyprus for Perga in Pamphylia, Acts

13:13 says: “Now when Paul and his company…” Thereafter, Acts 13 speaks of “Paul and Barnabas” - see: vv. 43,

46 & 50.


