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Psalm 14, of King David.

Even the most argumentative Bible scholar appears to accept that
King David himself was the author of Psalm 14. And King David’s
first uncompromising verse reads “The fool has said in his heart
There is no God”.

The word ‘fool’ in David’s original Hebrew is the word ‘nabal’ . In
this context it implies that the fool was not just agnostic;, not
even just carelessly atheist. This fool rejects God, and he acts
on that conviction, sometimes badly. It is not so much a matter of
his head; it is a matter of his heart.

David implies in verse 2 and 3 that such a disbeliever must have
deliberately discarded the evidence, which is all round him, as
indeed an atheist must do today. What is that evidence that he
has rejected ? Four rather long words!!
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a. Cosmological. The evidence which no scientist has managed to
dismiss to this day – who initiated the cosmos the stars, the
constellations?

b. Teleological. The evident design in everything from the
snowdrop to the giant sequoia tree demands that there must
be a designer God

c. Anthropological. The unique nature and character of
humanity derives from a relational God

d. Moral. The existence of a meaningful system of morality
depends upon a governing God.

David picks up on this last point in verse One when he says of
disbelievers “They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds,; there
is none who does good.” Wie are reminded of Jesus’s words
reported in John 15 v5 “Apart from me you can do nothing” . In
this Psalm David remarks in his verse 5 that anyone who denies
God is living in some degree of fear, and rightly so because he
suspects that – quote - “God is with the generation of the
righteous”, and the disbeliever knows that he himself is not.

As we read these words do we feel ever so slightly smug; that as
followers of Jesus, we are living in but not of the world of
agnostics and atheists? Do we, who have received salvation
through the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, feel rather superior?.
Perhaps ‘undeservedly blessed’ would be a better word. In verse 2
and 3 David says “The Lord looks down from heaven on the
children of man to see if there are any who understand, any who
seek after God; they have all turned aside together, they have
become corrupt; there is none who does good, not even one”.
Clearly this awesome judgement does refer to the disbeliever; but
pray God it does not also include us who have signed up to the New
Covenant, who are conscious followers of Jesus? After all, Paul
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insists in Romans 2 v 23 that we are all still sinners, and we know
in our hearts that this is true of every one of us. But what King
David could not know is that one of the greatest benefits of being
followers of Jesus is that we have put on Christ, ( Galatians 3 v27,
Romans 13 v 14); we are clothed in Christ (Colossians 3 vv 1-25)
(please see also supportive verses for reference at the end of
this script). What Paul is implying is that if we are clothed in
Christ, although we are still sinners, when God looks down on
us He sees only Jesus.

This is one of the priceless benefits for Christians here and now.
Not just the promise we have of paradise in Hades after death
(Luke 23 v 43). but here and now. Yes, we are still sinners however
hard we try, but by His grace we have put on Christ.

Our command from God is to share this good news of the Gospel
with those around us. I want to spend the rest of my short
sermon looking at that “Great Commission” placed upon us to that
effect .

In Matthew 28 v 19 and 20. we are commanded to be Christ’s
ambassadors. I have mentioned before that I worked for three
ambassadors when I was the military and Defence advisor at the
British Embassy in Israel. The first ambassador was a grand
Churchillian figure - Sir Bernard Ledwidge. His wife was French,
and she used to spray the lamp shades with Chanel Number Five
before a reception so that as they warmed up, the residence
would smell good !! Sir Bernard left at the end of his term three
months after we arrived, and his replacement was a delightful
academic – Antony Elliott – who had been at Cambridge with many
of the Israeli leaders and was very popular with them. Sadly he
drowned off the beach at Caesarea in his second year. His
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replacement was a tough businessman -Sir John Mason – easy to
admire but not a close friend. They were so different. But they
had two things in common -they demonstrated integrity, and they
mastered their script, both essential, especially if they had a
message to deliver from the British Crown which the Israeli
leaders didn’t want to hear; and one more thing - they waited
eagerly for the best moment to deliver that message.

We should be like them. We have a message from our Lord
who many around us don’t want to hear. We need to pray every
morning that by our demeanour, our integrity - and dare I say it –
our spirituality - we will encourage others to speak with us and
give us the opportunity to deliver that message of salvation with
which we have been charged. We shall be hearing from our guest
speaker Steve Curley at our Fellowship on 30 September. He is a
Scripture Reader - employed by SASRA the Soldiers’ and
Airmen’s Scripture Readers Association whose motto is Ready –
permitted by charter to take the Gospel “behind the wire” of
garrisons and airfields to some of the toughest soldiers and
airmen. There is a separate but similar organisation for the Navy
which incidentally is run by my nephew god son. Commander
Cristopher New.

[Sensitive off the Record comment about Scripture Readers part
in Operation Pitting -the evacuation from Kabul]

I had a Scripture Reader available to my regiment when I was in
command, and I gave him freedom to access any part of the
Regiment whether it was on the tank park the canteen or the
barrack rooms. Being an ex-soldier himself (my Reader had been a
staff sergeant like Steve Curley) he was invariably welcomed
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wherever he went. He was always part of my regular COs
conference. He was seen as one of us, yet special. He always
carried his small Bible and was always ready to choose a verse in it
that was especially relevant to the individual soldier or officer
who talked with him. His greatest joy was to lead a serviceman to
the foot of the cross and, thank God, that did happen. Our Gospel
today reminded us that there is joy in heaven over one who
repents and believes.

How should we conclude?. We can learn a lot from Ambassadors
and even more perhaps from our Scripture Readers. Our church
family has been blessed recently with excellent sermons and
testimonies on evangelism; we have been given helpful literature,
including evangelistic road maps, and selections of key verses,. We
have made lists of at least four friends or relatives who still
struggle to believe, for whose salvation we pray. Does it not seem
possible that we too could be used to bring them to the foot of
the cross? We must be encouraged by King David who, living under
the old contract could not know what we now know, that his prayer
in verse 7 “Oh that salvation would come out of Zion!” would be
answered so perfectly in Jesus.

Our part is to pray expectantly like King David and be READY.
Amen

For other reference please also see Pauls letter to the Ephesians
chapter 2 vv 8 and 9 and chapter 4 v 24;to the Colossians chapter
3 vv 1-25; to the Corinthians chapter 3 v 18; to the Romans
Chapter 3 v 24 and chapter 5 v 1; Acts 3 v 19; First Peter
chapter 3 v21; Titus Chapter1 v 2 and John chapter 3 v 36;


